
Summer Lawn Watering Guidelines  
for Residents and Businesses in Boulder and Broomfield Counties 

 
These eight water conservation tips can help you and your city conserve water, especially during dry years. 
These best practices are supported by the cities within Boulder and Broomfield counties. Always check with 
your water supplier for any additional lawn watering rules or any drought-related restrictions. 
 

1. WAIT TO WATER.  
Don't turn on your sprinkler too early in the season. Leaving lawns dormant longer saves water.  
Hand-water trees as needed when dry conditions persist. 

 
2. WATER TWICE A WEEK. MAKE TURF DROUGHT-TOLERANT. 

Water deeply twice each week, in the early morning hours, and supplement with rain to make grass roots 
grow deeper and go longer without water. For sprinkler systems, cycle run times to prevent run-off. 
Instead of setting a zone to run for fifteen minutes, change it to water for five minutes once an hour for 
three hours. 
 

3. DON’T WATER BETWEEN 10 A.M. AND 6 P.M.   
When you water during the day, less water reaches your lawn. Water at night or in the early morning to 
prevent water loss caused by evaporation and wind. 

 
4. IF IT RAINS, WATER LESS.  

Watch the weather and adjust watering days and times accordingly. If you have a control clock, use rain 
sensors to shut-off irrigation during rain events. 

 
5. WATCH FOR IRRIGATION LEAKS. 

Watch for broken sprinkler heads or damaged irrigation lines that water waste. Repair leaks quickly. 
 

6. LET GRASS GROW LONGER BEFORE YOU CUT IT. 
Raise your lawn mower blade and protect your lawn from heat by letting grass grow longer. 

 
7. WATER PLANTS AND TREES, NOT SIDEWALKS. 

Don’t spray down your driveway with water- use a broom. Broken sprinkler heads getting your sidewalk 
wet? Make sprinkler repairs and adjustments to keep water on your plants, turf and trees.  

 
8. INSTALL LOW-WATER LANDSCAPE AND IRRIGATION.   

Avoid installing landscaping during the hottest months, especially in dry years. When appropriate, install 
drought-resistant turf, trees and xeric plants. Where possible, use low-water drip irrigation. 

 
Check with your water supplier for any additional lawn watering rules. 

For Louisville water questions please call 303.666.6565 or email us at info@LouisvilleCO.gov. 
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